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Edited by Knut A. Jacobsen, University of Bergen, 
Norway and Kristina Myrvold, Lund University,  
Sweden		
‘Without a doubt, a ground breaking work, this pioneering study of 
Sikh communities in eleven European countries, prepared largely by a 
new generation of scholars, will serve as a landmark contribution to the 
literature on the development of a global Sikh community. The essays 
successfully capture the religious, social and political complexity of 
the lives of the Sikhs in Europe and the book will be required reading 
for anyone interested in recent experiences in Sikh migration and 
settlement.’

Gurinder Singh Mann, University of California, USA
Studies in past decades have focused on the history, culture and 
religious practices of Sikhs in North America and the UK, but few 
have focused on Sikhs in continental Europe. This book fills this gap, 
offering new empirical data and theoretical analyses of Sikhs in eleven 
European countries. Focusing on patterns of migration, transmission 
of traditions, identity construction and cultural representations from 
the perspective of local Sikh communities in Europe, the authors 
explore general patterns of settlement, institution building and cultural 
transmission among the European Sikhs.	

Contents: Introduction: Sikhs in Europe, Knut A. Jacobsen and 
Kristina Myrvold; Part I Sikhs in Northern and Eastern Europe: 
Institutionalization of Sikhism in Norway: community growth and 
generational transfer, Knut A. Jacobsen; The Sikh community in 
Denmark: balancing between co-operation and conflict, Helene 
Ilkjaer; The Swedish Sikhs: community building, representation and 
generational change, Kristina Myrvold; Sikhs in Finland: migration 
histories and work in the restaurant sector, Laura Hirvi; The Sikhs 
in Poland: a short history of migration and settlement, Zbigniew 
Igielski. Part II Sikhs in Southern Europe: Mirror games: a fresco of Sikh 
settlements among Italian local societies, Barbara Bertolani, Federica 
Ferraris and Fabio Perocco; ‘Did you get papers?’: Sikh migrants in 
France, Christine Moliner; Caste, religion, and community assertion: a 
case study of the Ravidasias in Spain, Kathryn Lum; Sikh immigrants in 
Greece: on the road to integration, Niki Papageorgiou. Part III Sikhs in 
the United Kingdom and Ireland: Sikh diversity in the UK: contexts and 
evolution, Eleanor Nesbitt; Sikh-ing beliefs: British Sikh camps in the 
UK, Jasjit Singh; The Valmiki, Ravidasi and Namdhari communities in 
Britain: self-representations and transmission of traditions, Opinderjit 
Kaur Takhar; The Sikh diaspora in Ireland: a short history, Glenn Jordan 
and Satwinder Singh; Glossary; Index.	
November 2011	 360 pages	  
Hardback	 978-1-4094-2434-5	 £60.00	 £48.00	
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