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Please consider submitting an abstract for the panel “Faithful Geographies: Religion, Power, 
and Spaces of Social Change” at the AAA Meetings in Vancouver in Nov 2019. This panel 
is organized by Dr. Souad Eddouada (University of Kenitra) and Dr. Alisa Perkins (Western 
Michigan University). Details below. Abstracts should be no longer than 250 words.  Please 
send your abstract to alisa.perkins@wmich.edu by March 25, 2019.  We will let you know if 
your paper has been selected for inclusion within 3 days after our deadline. We would be 
happy to answer any questions about the panel as it develops. Alisa 
Perkins alisa.perkins@wmich.edu and Souad Eddouada eddouada@yahoo.com 

Faithful Geographies: Religion, Power, and Spaces of Social Change  

Space-making processes—the ways in which people perceive, organize, experience, and 
communicate about the environments around them—play a significant role in the 
development of social relations and social relations, in turn, influence how spaces are defined 
and experienced (Massey 1994). Religious cultures wield a strong influence in the production 
of space and the mapping of power (Knott, 2005). In some cases, people use religion to 
perpetuate the organization of space into to binaries such as male/female, public/private, 
citizen/outsider, and sacred/ordinary. In other cases, people draw on faith to challenge 
existing hierarchies and to un-map their physical correlates through discursive and material 
practices. 

This panel gathers papers that interrogate critical intersections between religion, space, and 
power to understand how people organize social change by questioning, through faith-driven 
discursive and material practices, which bodies, and whose voices and images belong in or 
should be restricted from different locations. We invite papers that seek to understand how 
religious logics preserve or challenge minority-majority relations expressed in spatial idioms 
with attention to gender, race, class, sexuality, language, and human-non-human divides. 
There is no restriction on the kinds of spaces this panel may encompass, including those of 
everyday life, labor, education, leisure, ritual, congregation, protest, and virtual space. We 
welcome papers that give insight into how religion influences the way that spaces are 
imagined and contested with or against neoliberal, post-colonial, or imperial regimes, giving 
rise to alternative ways of imaging personhood, subjectivity, family, rights, capital, 
communication, pedagogy, and exchange. 

Feminist philosophers and geographers argue that any social space, by definition, is always 
already gendered (Benhabib 1992). Social spaces also carry with them race and class 
associations. Dominant trends in social science research link progress to how far marginalized 
groups such as women, sexual, racial, linguistic and ethnic minorities, and resource-deprived 
classes have come in terms of breaking out of the private domain and gaining access to 
public and political sphere. This panel seeks contributions that help complicate the neat 



divisions of the world into public and private realms through an examination of 
how embodied and spatial practices linked to religion challenge, uphold, or complicate 
hegemonic binaries.  We seek ethnographic explorations that show us that when religious 
practitioners enact embodied and spatialized forms of life and exchange commonly 
understood as public or private these are in fact deeply imbricated in each other, and what 
happens in each realm significantly influences what happens in the other realm—and in 
society as a whole.  

 


